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Lesson 1: I Am a Student

Good morning, teacher. Good morning, class.
You are a teacher, not a student.

I am a student. He is also a student.

Are you good students?

Yes, we are all good students.

Good-bye, teacher. Good-bye, class.

7}76_4 L7 Form of Address

7‘1!’-‘?:‘ i mister (Mr.); gentlemen; sir; one’s husband
’J‘Z‘V 'ﬁﬂ;} Miss

e 4 Ma’am; madam; ladies

<5 i mistress (Mrs.); one’s wife

Eﬂ; e a killed person like carpenter, cook, etc.

& By /E ’ISE a boss; a store keeper

‘flé a female boss: a female store keeper

L. r't (each; every) ey = 4 > —Q—i‘ ’ :i-f@’— o
Hi ladies and gentlemen!

2. X R \z)a = (please) J55 (to give) F& — Bs L o o

Ma’am, please give me a bowl of hand-pulled noodles.



1. TF Y a plural suffix only used with pronouns and a few human nouns

to form a collective meaning, such as friends, teachers, comrades, etc.
2\ I 2\ ipe

w¢E
i i i
A you A you
/ Rl Z,
o he e % they

& § ff' students X EH" ff' ¥ teachers

r /
2. eisa possessive suffix.
AN r /. . 2\ 7 r /
A o my, mine 2\ IF* 5773 our, ours

TR your, yours 1. ]FB g ) your, yours

r /.

te €77 his, his o 1F¥ €77 their, theirs
Lip A N o

This is my book.

‘):. E' j’\‘. y 2
2. zpR FMEIe

This is mine.

El . . .
3 . X_ “be” is the copula verb in Mandarin. It is used in all the singular and
plural pronouns.

'}\“E"L [ am 2\ 'FB{ we are
27, 2/, 2 |3
i 2x_ youare I IFE =X_ you are
2 . 212 |3
[ { he is [ I]E'la 2k_ they are

LA FL -
He is a student.

2. 1 P EF o
They are students.

3. NP R E

We are old classmates.



4. Adverbs + , '%’rs are placed in front of verbs.
1 F 45 XEF o
She is a good teacher.
2. 18 & H AFEEF o
He is also a good teacher.
3, 4 ipe "'5'3 X IFEEF o
They are all good teachers.

5. % not, placed in front of a verb or an adjective to form a negative
sentence.
subject + 4 + be/verb + object

subject + 4 + adjective
ESE XS

I am not a student.
2. TJ:} ] § \:1 < o
He does not learn Chinese.
3 m A X o

You are not old.

6. ‘Z,E; a question word, placed in the end of a sentence to form an
interrogative sentence.
subject + be/verb + object + v
subject + adjective + v5§
1. s §_XETeE ?
Is he a teacher?
2. [EH v enE e Eeg 9
Are you his old classmate?

3. imdEeg Q

How are you?



4. 14 g 9
Is he old?
5. te B P e ?

Does he learn Chinese?

We can also form an interrogative sentence without using the question
word v5 . Simply use this formula:

subject + be/verb + A + be/verb + object
subject + adjective + 4 + adjective
s B FXEFQ
Is he a teacher?
2. R AR B H 9
Are you his old classmate?
3. T AF A AF Y
How are you?
4. 14 7 & 9
Is he old?
5. BEAED 2 ?

Does he learn Chinese?

If we compare question 3 and 4 to its English translation, we may notice
that there is no copula be “# in linking between the subject and the

predicate in both sentences. Why?

Linguists often refer Chinese adjective to “stative verb,” which in plain
English, a non-action linking verb, and the opposite of action verb. We
know that:

A linking verb tells you something about the subject.

An action verb tells you what the subject is doing.

Thus, whenever you want to describe something in Chinese, the formula

is: SllbjCCt + adjective, without the copula be “&_". For
example,



4
o

I. 4F o I good. (literally in Chinese) — I am fine. (in English)
2. e E o She old. — She is old.

3. # [é‘:] = ©°  America big. — America is big.

4. IV (XL HF o I very good. — I am very well.

5. %2‘7&‘:‘5 ° She very old. — She is very old.

6 ﬂ %?a —~ ©° America very big. — America is very big.

However, influenced by their native English, beginners of Chinese often
make a mistake by using the copula be “&_ in describing a subject. They
do not know that the way they speak conveys a different meaning to the
Chinese ear. For example,

1. 43 o I am fine.

2. 3\ "g’—\‘ﬁ; ° Itis true that I am fine.

Therefore, the copula be “&_ is used only when one wants to affirm what
had been said earlier by another speaker. “#_” is no longer translated as

“to be”, but “indeed” or “really”, and it must be stressed. For example,

A 3T
Little Wang old. (literally) — Little Wang is getting old.
B: 3 HxE7

Agreed on what A had said, B answered, “It is true that Little Wang is
getting old.”

A: B AARER o
Japanese very patriotic. (literally) —Japanese are very patriotic.
BALERER -
It is true that Japanese are very patriotic.

% One exception: In English, we use an adjective to describe one’s
nationality as “I am American”, but in Chinese, we have to say

- \» E’ Z " . Yy
2\ <x_F E&] A", “I am an American person.
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an ordinal prefix

subject; course; lesson; class

I

to be; yes; right

to learn

to grow; raw; to give birth

old; a prefix for nouns & EFF R X r;th ) £ B
teacher; master; a person skilled in a certain profession
morning; early

same

a plural suffix

a respectful term for you

no; not

he

also

you

good; very, how; all right
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a possessive suffix

all; ;IJH’K;? R city
2 1 . -ﬁ- 5 P again; repeated; still; further; then

22 . ﬂ.ﬂ:‘\ )EL’:‘\ to see; to meet; to view
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student
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3 . P\-:' %‘3 classmate
4 . ’PT— EL good-bye
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