Learn Mandarin Chinese
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“As part of her quest to provide accessible materials for teaching Chinese,
Emma Lee has harnessed music as a teaching aid. The result is her book, Learn
Mandarin Chinese through Children’s Songs from Around the World, as well as
its companion volume, Learn Mandarin Chinese through Chinese Children’s
Songs.

Recognizing that music can be a powerful link between cultures, as well as an
excellent mnemonic device, Lee has compiled songs from around the world to
translate into Mandarin. Lee has done painstaking research to credit authors and
sources where possible, as well as provide information on the circumstances
surrounding composition.

Accompanied by three CDs, as well as charming drawings by Lee’s then eight-
year-old daughter, these songs provide a fun way to approach learning the
language.

Lee includes a forty-page introduction to the Mandarin language that discusses
Romanizing systems, initials, finals, tones, and MPS. This introduction is of
necessity brief, so students will likely wish at least a passing familiarity with the
basics of Mandarin before using this book and CD set. Learn Mandarin Chinese
through Children’s Songs from Around the World is an excellent supplement to
introductory texts and a lively addition to the bookshelf.”

—Bookwire Review
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blow over

The breeze blows quietly over the prairie.
1. From this valley they say you are going.
2. Come and sit by my side if you love me.

-’ rxe’
B7F
®oOK
V4 \Y;
ying  huo
% \%
ying huo
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The campfire lights up in the twilight.
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twilight in light up

1. We will miss your bright eyes and sweet smile.
2. Do not hasten to bid me adieu.
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You and | dance hand in hand.

1. For they say you are taking the sunshine,
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2. But remember the Red River Valley.
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We are so happy dancing and turning.

1. That has brightened our path for a while.

2. And the girl that has loved you so true.
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A Serene Starry Night
Mollie Darling
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yf zhen déyﬁ génggéng xia gub c6ng na jfji\ng de tiﬁnkﬁng

yf jen dayﬁ génggéng shia gua tsﬁng na jfji\ng de tiénkﬁng
one gust torrent just descend EXP from that silent NOM sky

A gust of torrents just came down from the silent sky.
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shiéng d?sha\mg jau shia shi_ngguéng ja\lu shia wushian shénmi\shi_ngguéng
toward earth  shine down star:light infinite mystic

The mystic starlight shines on the earth infinitely.
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four place no sound dark:night serene all:thing sleep at silent inside

It is a serene night. All creatures sleep soundly.
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ménkc_)ng xi_ngzub fﬁngchﬂ qi_ngguéng shuochu rénmen yéngyugnde méng

ménkl]ng shingtzuc\) fﬁngchﬂ chfngguéng shuochu rénmen yﬁngyuénde méng
full:sky star emit blue:light say:exit men  forever  dream

Stars all over the sky send forth blue light. They seem to tell an everlasting
dream of mankind.

*** Mollie Darling was written in 1871 by William Shakespeare Hays (1837-
1907), born and died in Louisville, Kentucky. He composed approximately 350
songs over his career and sold as many as 20 million copies of his works: Molly
Darling sold three million copies alone.

1. Won't you tell me Mollie darling,
That you love none else but me?
For | love you Mollie darling,
You are all the world to me.
O! Tell me, darling, that you love me,
Put your little hand in mine,
Take my heart, sweet Mollie darling,
Say that you will give me thine.

CHORUS

Mollie, fairest, sweetest, dearest,
Look up, darling, tell me this;
Do you love me, Mollie darling?
Let you answer be a kiss.

2. Stars are smilling, Mollie darling,
Thro' the mystic vail of night;
They seem laughing, Mollie darling,
While fair Luna hides her light;
O! No one listens but the flowers,
While they hang their heads in shame.
They are modest, Mollie darling,
When they hear me call your name.



(CHORUS)

3. I must leave you, Mollie darling,
Tho' the parting gives me pain;
When the stars shine, Mollie darling,
I will meet you here again.
O! Goodnight, Mollie, goodbye, loved one,
Happy may you ever be,
When you're dreaming, Mollie darling,
Don't forget to dream of me.

(CHORUS)

*** The Chinese lyrics were written by You Mi-jian #%3f % (1897-1971), who
was born to a farming family in Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. You was an intelligent
student and talented writer who graduated with top honors from Taipei Teacher’s
College in 1918. Since this was during the Japanese occupation, the top position
had always gone to a Japanese student. This exception upset the dominant
Japanese peers but his name became well known. As he grew older, his
patriotism ran deeper. With limited funds, he obtained his degree in economics
from Japan University. In 1927 he secretly went to mainland China, where he
had no relatives or friends, to fulfill his dream of serving his people. After eight
years of battle with Japan, You served as Taipei’s mayor from 1946 to 1950.
Under his leadership Taipei was reconstructed to be a model city. Whether in
education or public service, he achieved the best results. In 1956, Mr. You was
elected as the chairman by the Taiwan Tourist Association. With his brilliant
foresight he made Taiwan the center of tourist attraction. (Mainland China was
not opened to the world at that time.) Mr. You was known as the father of
Taiwan tourism.



	                                                                                        ─Bookwire Review

