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from Around the World  
歌唱學中文:世界兒歌 

 
 
“As part of her quest to provide accessible materials for teaching Chinese, 
Emma Lee has harnessed music as a teaching aid. The result is her book, Learn 
Mandarin Chinese through Children’s Songs from Around the World, as well as 
its companion volume, Learn Mandarin Chinese through Chinese Children’s 
Songs.  
 
Recognizing that music can be a powerful link between cultures, as well as an 
excellent mnemonic device, Lee has compiled songs from around the world to 
translate into Mandarin. Lee has done painstaking research to credit authors and 
sources where possible, as well as provide information on the circumstances 
surrounding composition. 
 
Accompanied by three CDs, as well as charming drawings by Lee’s then eight-
year-old daughter, these songs provide a fun way to approach learning the 
language. 
  
Lee includes a forty-page introduction to the Mandarin language that discusses 
Romanizing systems, initials, finals, tones, and MPS. This introduction is of 
necessity brief, so students will likely wish at least a passing familiarity with the 
basics of Mandarin before using this book and CD set. Learn Mandarin Chinese 
through Children’s Songs from Around the World is an excellent supplement to 
introductory texts and a lively addition to the bookshelf.” 
 
                                                                                        ─Bookwire Review 
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                                                   紅  河  谷                                        U.S.A. 

Red River Valley 
 
 

微
ㄨㄟ

ˊ

        風
ㄈㄥ

        靜
ㄐㄧㄥ

ˋ

       悄
ㄑㄧㄠ

ˇ

  悄
ㄑㄧㄠ

ˇ

  的
․ㄉㄜ

     吹
ㄔㄨㄟ

      過
ㄍㄨㄛ

ˋ

        原
ㄩㄢ

ˊ

   野
ㄧㄝ

ˇ

 

微        风         静         悄    悄   的       吹        过         原   野 
ˊ        –           ˋ                    ˇ      ˇ                     –         ˋ              ˊ     ˇ

wei      feng      jing       qiaoqiaode        chui      guo      yuanye 
 

 
ˊ        –           ˋ                      ˇ         ˇ                  –        ˋ               ˊ     ˇ
ei      feng      jing       chiauchiaude     chuei    guo      yuanye 

 
w 
light    wind     quiet      quietly               blow    over      prairie 
 
The breeze blows quietly over the prairie. 
1. From this valley they say you are going. 
2. Come and sit by my side if you love me. 
 
 

營
ㄧㄥ

ˊ

       火
ㄏㄨㄛ

ˇ

       在
ㄗㄞ

ˋ

        暮
ㄇㄨ

ˋ

   色
ㄙㄜ

ˋ

      中
ㄓㄨㄥ

          照
ㄓㄠ

ˋ

    耀
ㄧㄠ

ˋ

 

营        火        在        暮   色       中           照    耀 
ˊ                  ˇ           ˋ                 ˋ ˋ              –             ˋ     ˋ 

ying     huo      zai        muse         zhong     zhaoyao 
 
ˊ                  ˇ            ˋ                ˋ ˋ           –              ˋ    ˋ 
ing     huo      tzai       muse         jung        jauyau y 

camp    fire      at          twilight     in            light up 
 
The campfire lights up in the twilight. 
1. We will miss your bright eyes and sweet smile. 
2. Do not hasten to bid me adieu. 



 

你
ㄋㄧ

ˇ

      和
ㄏㄢ

ˋ

         我
ㄨㄛ

ˇ

        手
ㄕㄡ

ˇ

         拉
ㄌㄚ

       手
ㄕㄡ

ˇ

        婆
ㄆㄛ

ˊ

  娑
ㄙㄨㄛ

     起
ㄑㄧ

ˇ

   舞
ㄨ

ˇ

 

你      和         我        手         拉       手        婆   娑      起   舞 
ˇ            ˋ                 ˇ               ˇ         –           ˇ             ˊ   –         ˇ   ˇ

ni       han       wo       shou      la        shou     posuo       qiwu 
 

 
ˇ            ˋ                 ˇ               ˇ         –            ˇ             ˊ    –          ˇ   ˇ 
i       han       wo       shou      la        shou     posuo       chiwu n 

you    and        I          hand     hold    hand     motions    start:dance 
 
You and I dance hand in hand. 
1. For they say you are taking the sunshine, 
2. But remember the Red River Valley. 
 
 

跳
ㄊㄧㄠ

ˋ

      一
․ㄧ

     跳
ㄊㄧㄠ

ˋ

       轉
ㄓㄨㄢ

ˇ

       個
․ㄍㄜ

       圈
ㄑㄩㄢ

         真
ㄓㄣ

       快
ㄎㄨㄞ

ˋ

   樂
ㄌㄜ

ˋ

  

跳        一      跳        转         个         圈          真        快    乐  
ˋ                              ˋ                   ˇ                       –             –           ˋ  ˋ 

tiao      yi       tiao      zhuan    ge        quan       zhen     kuaile 
 

ˋ                              ˋ               ˇ                              –      –              ˋ  ˋ 
iau      yi       tiau      juan       ge        chiuan    jen       kuaile t 

dance   one   dance    turn       MW     circle     real      happy 
 
We are so happy dancing and turning. 
1. That has brightened our path for a while.  
2. And the girl that has loved you so true. 
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游彌堅  配詞                             靜 夜 星 空                              W. S. Hays 

A Serene Starry Night 
Mollie Darling 

 
 

一
ㄧ

ˊ

    陣
ㄓㄣ

ˋ

     大
ㄉㄚ

ˋ

  雨
ㄩ

ˇ

    剛
ㄍㄤ

    剛
ㄍㄤ

     下
ㄒㄧㄚ

ˋ

       過
ㄍㄨㄛ

ˋ

,     從
ㄘㄨㄥ

ˊ

     那
ㄋㄚ

ˋ

   寂
ㄐㄧ

ˊ

  靜
ㄐㄧㄥ

ˋ

  的
․ㄉㄜ

   天
ㄊㄧㄢ

 空
ㄎㄨㄥ

 

一    阵     大  雨    刚    刚      下         过,      从      那    寂  静    的     天   空 
ˊ            ˋ       ˋ  ˇ       –     –         ˋ                 ˋ          ˊ            ˋ        ˊˋ                   –   – 

yi     zhen  dayu     ganggang   xia        guo     cong   na     jijing    de     tiankong 
 
ˊ         ˋ           ˋ  ˇ       –     –           ˋ              ˋ           ˊ            ˋ      ˊˋ                   –   – 
i      jen    dayu     ganggang   shia      guo     tsung   na    jijing    de     tiankung y 

one   gust   torrent   just          descend EXP    from   that  silent   NOM  sky 
 
A gust of torrents just came down from the silent sky. 
 
 

向
ㄒㄧㄤ

ˋ

      地
ㄉㄧ

ˋ

    上
ㄕㄤ

ˋ

   照
ㄓㄠ

ˋ

     下
ㄒㄧㄚ

ˋ

    星
ㄒㄧㄥ

  光
ㄍㄨㄤ

,     照
ㄓㄠ

ˋ

     下
ㄒㄧㄚ

ˋ

  無
ㄨ

ˊ

  限
ㄒㄧㄢ

ˋ

   神
ㄕㄣ

ˊ

   秘
ㄇㄧ

ˋ

   星
ㄒㄧㄥ

  光
ㄍㄨㄤ

 

向        地    上   照     下      星    光 ,     照      下   无   限    神   秘   星    光 
ˋ              ˋ   ˋ              ˋ        ˋ      –       –          ˋ          ˋ      ˊ    ˋ            ˊ     ˋ   –      – 

xiang    dishang  zhao xia     xingguang   zhao  xia  wuxian   shenmi  xingguang 
  

 ˋ          ˋ    ˋ         ˋ               ˋ      –      –       ˋ             ˋ      ˊ      ˋ           ˊ      ˋ   –      – 
iang  dishang  jau    shia   shingguang  jau   shia  wushian  shenmi shingguang sh   

toward  earth     shine down star:light                       infinite  mystic  
 
The mystic starlight shines on the earth infinitely.  
 
 

四
ㄙ

ˋ

    處
ㄔㄨ

ˋ

     無
ㄨ

ˊ

   聲
ㄕㄥ

,       黑
ㄏㄟ

  夜
ㄧㄝ

ˋ

       森
ㄙㄣ

  森
ㄙㄣ

,     萬
ㄨㄢ

ˋ

   物
ㄨ

ˋ

    睡
ㄕㄨㄟ

ˋ

     在
ㄗㄞ

ˋ

    無
ㄨ

ˊ

  言
ㄧㄢ

ˊ

   中
ㄓㄨㄥ

 

四    处     无   声,       黑  夜       森  森,     万   物     睡      在    无  言    中 
ˋ           ˋ        ˊ      –        –  ˋ          –  –          ˋ      ˋ             ˋ       ˋ         ˊ  ˊ           – 

si     chu   wu   sheng   heiye        sensen     wanwu    shui    zai   wuyan    zhong 
 
ˋ           ˋ        ˊ      –        –  ˋ           –  –        ˋ      ˋ               ˋ        ˋ        ˊ  ˊ       – 
z    chu   wu   sheng   heiye         sensen    wanwu     shuei  tzai  wuyan    jung s 

four place no   sound  dark:night  serene     all:thing   sleep  at     silent      inside 
 
It is a serene night. All creatures sleep soundly. 
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滿
ㄇㄢ

ˇ

   空
ㄎㄨㄥ

   星
ㄒㄧㄥ

  座
ㄗㄨㄛ

ˋ

     放
ㄈㄤ

ˋ

   出
ㄔㄨ

   青
ㄑㄧㄥ

 光
ㄍㄨㄤ

,     說
ㄕㄨㄛ

   出
ㄔㄨ

    人
ㄖㄣ

ˊ

  們
․ㄇㄣ

   永
ㄩㄥ

ˇ

   遠
ㄩㄢ

ˇ

   的
․ㄉㄜ

   夢
ㄇㄥ

ˋ

 

满    空     星   座      放   出    青   光 ,      说    出    人   们    永   远   的    梦 
ˇ    –       –      ˋ        ˋ        –   –      –             –  –   ˊ                  ˇ           ˇ               ˋ 

mankong  xingzuo    fangchu  qingguang   shuochu  renmen  yongyuande  meng 
 

ˇ    –        –        ˋ   ˋ       –     –       –           –  –   ˊ                  ˇ           ˇ              ˋ 
ankung  shingtzuo fangchu  chingguang  shuochu  renmen  yungyuande meng m 

full:sky     star          emit         blue:light     say:exit   men       forever       dream 
  
Stars all over the sky send forth blue light. They seem to tell an everlasting 
dream of mankind. 
 
 
*** Mollie Darling was written in 1871 by William Shakespeare Hays (1837-
1907), born and died in Louisville, Kentucky. He composed approximately 350 
songs over his career and sold as many as 20 million copies of his works: Molly 
Darling sold three million copies alone. 
 
1. Won't you tell me Mollie darling,  

That you love none else but me? 
For I love you Mollie darling, 
You are all the world to me. 
O! Tell me, darling, that you love me, 
Put your little hand in mine, 
Take my heart, sweet Mollie darling, 
Say that you will give me thine. 
 
CHORUS 
Mollie, fairest, sweetest, dearest, 
Look up, darling, tell me this; 
Do you love me, Mollie darling? 
Let you answer be a kiss. 

 
2. Stars are smilling, Mollie darling, 

Thro' the mystic vail of night; 
They seem laughing, Mollie darling, 
While fair Luna hides her light; 
O! No one listens but the flowers, 
While they hang their heads in shame. 
They are modest, Mollie darling, 
When they hear me call your name. 
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(CHORUS) 
 
3. I must leave you, Mollie darling, 

Tho' the parting gives me pain; 
When the stars shine, Mollie darling, 
I will meet you here again. 
O! Goodnight, Mollie, goodbye, loved one, 
Happy may you ever be, 
When you're dreaming, Mollie darling, 
Don't forget to dream of me. 

   
(CHORUS) 
 

*** The Chinese lyrics were written by You Mi-jian 游彌堅 (1897-1971), who 
was born to a farming family in Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. You was an intelligent 
student and talented writer who graduated with top honors from Taipei Teacher’s 
College in 1918. Since this was during the Japanese occupation, the top position 
had always gone to a Japanese student.  This exception upset the dominant 
Japanese peers but his name became well known. As he grew older, his 
patriotism ran deeper. With limited funds, he obtained his degree in economics 
from Japan University. In 1927 he secretly went to mainland China, where he 
had no relatives or friends, to fulfill his dream of serving his people. After eight 
years of battle with Japan, You served as Taipei’s mayor from 1946 to 1950. 
Under his leadership Taipei was reconstructed to be a model city. Whether in 
education or public service, he achieved the best results. In 1956, Mr. You was 
elected as the chairman by the Taiwan Tourist Association. With his brilliant 
foresight he made Taiwan the center of tourist attraction. (Mainland China was 
not opened to the world at that time.) Mr. You was known as the father of 
Taiwan tourism. 

  
 


	                                                                                        ─Bookwire Review

